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AMUSEMENTS THIS EVENING,

ACADEMY OF MUSIC, Irving plae.—Iratiay Opsus—

Lars s 01 A NOUNIX,

NEBLOY'E GARDEN, Broadway —Wino Oars.
Izm:mm_ Broadway =Natan Queen—Manmen

WALLACK'S THEATRE, No. BM Broadway.—Poon Gev-

TiSaka.

LAURA KEENE'S THEATRE, Broudway.—Ous Axxai-
Can Couss .

NEW BOWERY THEATRE, Bowery—laques Stuor—
Clmigar anp Faik SEati—Lo 1ol Uk Meoik,

BOWERY THEATRE, Bowery —Smokswr's NaTionL
Ciuous

BARNUM'S AMERICAN MUSEUM, Broadway.=Cow
Nure—Liviwg Hirrororanvs, Waass, &¢, ab sl hours—
Onowma, afteraoun and «vening

BRYANTS' MINSTRELS, Mechaaics' Hall, 472 Broad-
WAy ~LMOWN 153 LD K-¥-KV.

HOOLEY'S MINSTRELS, Stiyvesant Institute, No, 639
Broadway. —Ermioriay Soxis, Dasors. &,

MELODEON CONCERT HALL, No. 539 Broadway.—
Bowia, Daxces, Buptisquis, &0 —1oLpay ¥ likkpay v,

CANTERBURY MUSIC HALL, 586 Broadway.—Soxcs,
Danoes, Buriesques, & —Mazvin, tHe NGut Owe,

GATETIES mscnm' ROOM, 616 Broadway. —Drawing
Room ExteeriiNsenTs, BALLnts, Pastosmines, Fakcxs, &c.

AMERICAN MUSIC HALL, $44 Broadway. —S0oxgs, Bar-
LTS, PANTOMINES, &C.—PORIBAIT ['ainTek.

= ORYSTAL PALACE CONCERT HALL, No. 45 Bowery,—
99 Soxgs, D. RO —LUOBULER'S FROLIO.

PARISTAN GMIINET'O? .W('NDE 563 Broadway.—
Opon daily from 10 A, AL 1ll9 P, M. Bl s

NOVELTY MUSIC HALL, 616 Broadway.—Bunizsqus
Fomoa, Damons, &c.

New York, Friday, February 7, 1862.

THE SITuUATION.

Congress has ot length taken an important step
towards placing the financinl condition of the coun-
try on a sound basis, and providing for the vital
demanda epon the Treasury for means to prosecute
the war aguinst rebellion. In the House yesterday
the Treasury Demand Note bill, with the “legal
teader' clause included, was passed by a vote df
ninety-three to fifty-four, substantially in the form
in which it came from the hands of the committee.
The bill provides for the issue by the Secretary of
the Treasury of demand notes to the amount of one
hundred and fifty millions of dollars, which notes
are te be received as a legal tender for
all purposes. There can be little doubt
that the bill will also pass the Senate,
and we sincerely trust that that body
will hasten its completion as a law. When this is
sccomplished, the public look for the speedy en”
actment of a Tax bill, as a pesmanent and secure
basis for all our financial operations.

Specutators and amall bankers all gver the North
have combined to defeat the Treasury Note hill,
in order to depreciate the government sscurities,
80 that, by buying them up at a reduced rate, they
might sell them again at a profit, and thus realize
conaiderable fortunes at the expense of the na-
tional eredit. But these harpies have been dis-
comfitted so far by the success of the bill in the
House. It remains now for the Senate to ratify the
meaaure, and we cannot but think that its passage
in that house is certain. Then we shall have a sale
currency, which will be received as a legal tender
in every part of the country—a currency which will
not depreciate—and, sustained by a tax bill, the
government will be strengthened for the vigorous
ydvaace of their military designs, and the country
will be relieved from anxiety concerning its futare
financial career.

We pablish the Treasuary Note billin full to-
day, as it passed the House. The rejoicings in
Washington yesterday when the result was known
were very great, particularly among the financiers
feom the different large cities, who were assembled
at the national eapital.

General McClellan received an official despatch
from General Halleck on Wednesday night,
stating that our gunboats had d the
bombardment of Fort Henry, on the Tennessce
river, and that a large force of our troops
had landed three miles below the fort.

Later news of the affair, however, reaches ns from
Chicago. A despatch was received yesterday by the
Jowrnal of that city from the Tennessce river,
dated at noon, which says that Gen. MeClernand
had lapded eight thousand men, and that Gen, Grant
had retnrned to Padocah to bring down Owen
Smith'a brigade of seven thousand more. Fort
Henry will thus be beleaguered by a force of fif-
teen thousand men. Seven guoboats, under Com-
modore Foote, are in the stream ready for action.
Three of the ganboats made a reconnoissance to
Panther laland, and were fired upon by five gune
from the fort, only one of which, a twenty-four.
pound rifle gun, reached the boats. [t was report-

«d that the rebels were strongly reinforeed, and it
was even romored that Gen. Beauregard had reach-
ed the fort,

Reports from Rolla, Mo., to the 5th inst,, state
that the condition of the roads in that section is
improved. General Sigel's division moved west-
ward on Sanday. Colonel Asboth's division left
pome days before, and only sufficient troops for
the protection of the place remained at Rolla,
General Price, with his rebel army, is said to be
within eight miles of Springfield, where he will
probably show fight.

From Kentucky we learn that the Virginia and
Routh Carolina regiments attached to Humphrey
Marshall’s command have gone back to Virginia
after his late disaster. Marshall himself proceeded
to Pond Gap with the rest of his forces, where he
disbanded them. He has since vanished ont of
sight, his whereabouts being entirely unknown,

A rumor prevailed in Louisville on Wednesday
that a party of rebels belonging to Morgan's force
were surprised the night previous, between Leba.
non and Greem river, and forty of them killed,
The capture of Morgan was also reported,

Our news from Fortress Monroe is interesting.
The United States teansport Constitution, which
mailed on Tuesday for Ship Island, met the gim.
boat Miami in a disabled condition north of Hot-
torss and towed her back to Fortress Monroe,
The French fleet (s still represented in Hampton
Roads. The Pomone now lies there, and another
vonsel in daily expected, The Catinet has sailed
for Havana.

The rebel fleet on Elizabeth river was roving
abont all day Wednesday, and during the day
hoavy firing was heard near Bewall's Point, Dur-
fag the afternoon, & tugbost was observed tow.
Jag sometaig, spposed 10 be # S0RtiBE Upttery,

Great activity prevails at Boston in getting off
the Butler expedition. The vesscls already loaded
or loading with troops and stores consist of the
ships Undauuted, North American, Idaho, Occan
Pearl, Wilder Faricy sod Western Empire; also
some steamers. The Maine Fourteenth regiment,
First Muine battery, Becond Vermont battery and
Fourth Massachusettts buttery, of the New England
division, were embarked vesterday. Probably all
the above vessels will sail the present week.
The entire division will consist of about ten thou-
sand men.

We have highly important sews from Mexico,
relating to a great battle fought between the
Spanish troops snd the Mexicans, at the National
Bridge, near Vera Cruz, in which the Spaniards
were defeated. The conflict at this important
strategic poiut is said to have lasted five hours.
From the western part of the republic intelligence
represents the Mexican people as being completely
united in the effort to resist forcign invasion. All
internationnl dissensions Lave been abandoned in
one grand movement for the common cause. This
news reaches us by quite a roundabout mode of
transit, but it proves to be the quickest after all,
as it actuslly pufs us in possession of intelligence
from the very heart of Mexico in ten days. It ap-
pears that a courier was despatched to Acapulco,
and reached there before the 26th ult. The news
thus brought was taken by the steamer Fanama
from Mazatlan to San Francisco. and was thence
telegraphed to New York, the despatches being
dated as late as the 4th inst, We give in full to-
day the treaty entered into between the French
and Spanish generals relative to the position to be
allotted to the French troops in the invading
armies, the substance of which we laid before our
readers yesterday.

The reception of late Southern papers has placed
us in possession of some interesting items from
rebeldom. The Richmond Eraminer of the 4th
inst. publishes a long editorinl bewailing the con-
dition of the rebel sause. It says:—**We have a
thousand proofs that the Southern people are not
suficiently alive to the necessity of exertion in
the struggle they are involved in.  Our very victo-
ries have brought injury upon the cause by teach-
ing us to despise the public adversary. The im-
mense magnitude of his preparations for our sub-
jugation has excited no apprehoension, and had little
effect in rousing us to exertion. We repose
quietly im the lap of security when
every faculty of our natures should be roused to
action.”” T thinks “better to fight, even at the
Hslk of losing Dbattles, than remain inactive to fill
ap inglorious graves.”” It goes on to recite the
things needful to put an end to the war, and pro-
pozes the following:—First—*‘We must first banish
from the country every siranger in it who cannot
rive & eatisfactory acconnt of his purposes and
objects here.” Second—*“For the whele com-
munity to throw themselves heart and soul into the
war, and practice all the self-denial that the crisi®
demands.”

The same paper thinks that the Burnside ex-
pedition Las failed. “It has lost its pres-
tise and hope; and henceforth the highest achieve-
ment it can accomplish will be that of taking care
of itself."

The rebel official account of the battle of Lees-
burg, Va., has recently been made public. We
give it in full in to-day's HeraLp. The rebel loss
in that engagement was in killed, wounded and
prisoners, one hundred and fifty-five men.

A loeal correspondent of the Norfolk Doy Bool
writes a complaining article relative to the recent
cscapes of slaves from that city. He says these
escapes are made through instrumentality of
secret gocieties in Norfolk, who hold their meet-
ings weekly and in open day. He estimates the
value of the contrabands recently escaped at
twenty-thonsand dollars.

The Virginia correspondent of the Charleston
Cowrier says ** that out of the Fifth South Carolina
regiment, numbering cight hundred men, whose
teym of serviee is about cxpiring. but one hundred
and seventy have signified their willingness to en-
list * for the war.” ™

The Richmond Dispotel. says the local editor of
the Richmond Enguirer recently visited Baltimore,
and passed the federal lines without any diffieulry.
“His report of the prevailing sentiment of the
people of Maryland, gathered from reliable sources,
is most enconraging. He represents that fally
nine-tenths of the people of the State and of the
city of Baltimore are earnest sympathizers with
the Southern views.”’

CONGRESS.

In the Sepate yesterday, among the petitions
presented, was one numerously signed by citizens
of Boston, agking Congress to drop the negro ques-
tion and attend to the business of the country. As
somewhat pertinent to this, the Congressional re-
porter states that at twelve o'clock, the hour of
the Senate's meeting, not a single Senator was

present in the chamber. A memorial from mer-
chants of New York, that the salary, fees and per.
quisites of the Naval Officer and Surveyor of the
Port be reduced, was presented. Mr., Harris pre-
sented a petition for the abrogation of the Neci-
procity treaty Letween Canada and the United
States. A bill allowing the Corporation of Wash.
ington to issme small notes wae inteodueed
and referred.  The bill defining the pay and emolu-
ments of army officers was taken np.  The bill
provides for a reduction of expenditares amount-
ing to about fifteen millions of dollars, but the
ninth section contains a very objectionable clause,
whereby the pay of soldiers and sailors is redaced
ten per cent,  Mr. Sherman offered an amendwent
redueing all salaries, mileage fees and contingent
rapenses, which, after considerable discussion an
the questions of taxation, expenditures and re-
trenchment, wae adopted.  Mr, Doolittle offered
an amendment reducing the mileage of members
of Congreas ity per cent, which was agreed to
yoeus 10, nays 10, Mr, Howe moved to strike out
the ninth section, wiich redoces the pay of the
soldiers and «ailors.  This was defeated, only two
Senntors voting in the affirmative.  Mr, Howe then
rmoved 1o recommit the bill, and pending the gues.
tion the Benate went into execntive session.

In the House of Hepresentatives, the debate on
the Treasury Note bill was resumed and coneluded,
aml the bill, with the legal tender clause retained,
was passed by a vote of ninety-three to tifty-fonr.

MISCELLANEOUS NEWS,
Severnl subjects of local and genora! intorost

but owing to the pressure of Important matter npon
our colomns, we are obliged to omit the wemal
synepsis of the proceedings.  The details may he
found in another column.

The Chieago Tribune, republican, is pitehing into

Genoral MoGlelen wih savage lotma. The odisos

were brought before the Legislature yestorday: |

thinks that mud and bad roads should be no excuse
for deferring the “On to Richmond”' movement.

Five hundred sailors are wanted immediately for
government vessels st the Charlestown, Muss,,
Navy Yard. Where are the patriotic Jack Tars?

On the Central Park ice yesterdsy morning a
fow of our skating {riends amused themaelves; but
as the alippery surface gave evideuce of the ap-
proaching softness of the atmosphere, but few
staid any length of time. The afternoon skaters
were, however, mach more annoyed by the weather,
for aoarcely had they buckled on their skntes when
the rain drove them off the Park entirely. In con-
sequence of the water now gathered on the ice, it
is doubiful, unless a change takes place, if the ball
will be up to-day. Down town folks must, how-
ever, be guided by the signal flags.

The investigation into the shoddy uniforma, mili-
tary equipments, &c¢., which was making such fa-
vorable progress before the Legislative Contract
Committee, was brought to a olosc, for the time
being, yesterday afternoon, and the committee left
in the evening to resume their duties in Albany.
It has been decided not to publish any of the testi-
mony until the investigation is completed; but
such decided proof of favoritiam on the part of the
powers that be in awarding contracts, as well as
sich wholesale swindling by parties whose names
have not yet been made public, have come to light,
that, to use the classical expression of one of the
committee, “it will make the people’s hair stand
onend.” A large number of witnesses have to be
examined when the committes next meet, which
wiil not be, probably, before three or four weeks,

The Bonrd of Aldermen having adjourned on
Monday evening sine die, for want of a quorum,
there was uo meeting last night. There ia » requi-
sition in course of signature for a call for Monday
next.

The Board of Councilmen met last evening,
when a resolution was adopted requesting the Cor-
poration Counsel to furnish his opinion as to
whether it is necessary to have the authority of the
Legislature to impose taxes for the support of the
city and county government; and if such taxes
may be g0 imposed without an act of the Legisla-
ture, by what body and under what authority the
same may be done.  Mr. Jones, who offered the
resolution, stated that he did not konow why the
tax levy should be sent to Albany every yoar
to be confirmed, and he desired to koow if
there was any law requiring such a course.
A number of reports of the Committee on
Fire Department were presented and laid over.
A report of the Committee on Nutional Affairs, ad-
verse to the applications of the FFifth and Seventy-
firat regiments and part of the First regiment of
cavalry for an appropristion to pay for new uni-
forms, wus received and laid over. In reply to a
resolution of inguiry as to the amount paid for ad-
vertising the proeeedings of the Common Council,
including the varions departments, and on trust and
gpecinl accounts for the year 1861, the Comptroller
stated that the aggregate amount was $70,350 79,
The following ware the principal items:—
Doty News, 812403 06; Erpress, $11,619 07:
Transeript, £9,972 M: Commercial Advertiser,
$7,122 27; Frening Post, $5,484 37. Inreplyton
resolution, the Croton Aqueduct Beard states that
$2,000 would be safficient to obtain the necessary
survegs and plans for the eatablishment of a sys-
tem of drainage for the upper part of the city.
The Board concurred with the Aldermen in adopt-
ing an ordinance prohibiting the use of salt on the
streeta.

The weckly statement of the Commissioners of
Charitiea and Correction was presented yesterday,
and shows that the number of persons admitted
into the different inztitutions during the week end-
ing Febrnary 1, was 1,583, and the number remain-
ing there on that date was §,010—an increase of
eighty-three on the preceding week. The searlet
fever patients will in future be accommodated in
a separate building within the walls of the Bellevue
Hospital grounds, thereby lessening the danger
of contagion from this disease. During the last
few months the applications for outdoor relief
have increased very largely. During the last
month 17,000 applications were received. Of these
K720 were supplied with coal, 1,200 of them were
informal, 950 were refused and the remainder are
still in the hands of the visiters, and under con-
sideration. In the upper wards of the city about
twelve hundred families have been relieved in
addition to the numbers given above.

In the Court of General Sessions yesterday
Joweph Powell, keeper of a refreshment saloon in
Catharine street, was tried and convicted of grand
larceny, having robbed Corneliua Brosnahan oi
#63 while in his establishment. The complainant
swore that he was forcibly ushered into a room
and the money taken from hisperson. A female ac-
complice of Powell will be tried for the same offence,
Sentence will be passed on Saturday. Margaret
Gallagher pleaded guilty to stealing #53 from
Christian F. Jacobs of 520 Broome strect on the
Tth of Januwary, snd was remanded. Ellen Shell
wus convicted of picking the pocket of Rutwig
Semler amd abstracting 45 in bills on the 21at of
December, while he was walking along John street,
The evidence wis g0 clear that the jury rendered o
verdict of guilty without leaving their seats. The
Recorder sentenced her to imprisonment in the
State prison for two years.

The cotton market was quiet yesterday, and there wes
wearcely sufficlent doing to establish priccs. The sales
wers confined to G0 a TO bales to splunery, We quole
muldling nplands st about 30, per Ib, The heaviness
and unsettled condition of the Liverpool market scemnid
diMeult to understand.  Privats letters stated that there
wa: a digposition among dealers to swall some «x
pected developement by Frapce on the26th alt., regarding
het poliey in referencs to American affaics.  The near
spproach of the meeting of Parllanient, in which it was
supposed the some qaestion would be agitated, wae not
without its influence upon the market, knd especially
upon the views of sapeculators, who always (orm an ele
ment i the Liverpool cotton trade.  Under ordinary
clrenmstapces  grest  ease o the motey marke!
ugnally causes  cotton W0 sdvance,  yet  1his
was not the case by the recent advices. HBreadstufis had
been, no doubt, benefitted by low rates of intersst, but
pot cotten. Advices rocelved vin Quevnstown < aied thel
on Satarday, the 24th ult,, Manchester spinners had en
tered tho market and purchased more freely. Flour yes.
wrday war firmo, and gome grades ratber Ligher, while
waled were |aen active. Wheat was firm and in fair re-
auest, while sales wers moderate and prices unchanged.
Corp wae firm, with fair sales, st 6le. for ew yellow and
640, w BBl 0. for Western mixed. in store and delivored,
Pork was steady  with & good inguiry for spring delivery,
We quote new mess ot §12 875, & 313, and new prime al
0 071089 00 Sugars were steady, with salex of 400
hhds. 6,700 boses (by aaction) snd 100 bags Slam. Cof
for was quiet. Froights were inactive, with moderate
engagetnents, 8L onchangod rates.

A Fiem Proor Lmnany Bemixe vor mHE
Free Acapesy.—Itis proposed to legislate one
bundred thousand dollare for the erection of a
fire proof building for the library of our Free
Acndemy. The Heratn has never opposed any
scheme for the real henefit of the Academy or
of the great canse of popalar education; but we
think uny expenditure, at the present time, for
stich & purpose as that proposed, is Injudicions,
unnecessary wnd extravagant. The ..'\cudomy
libeary hus managed to exist without a fire
proof building np to this time, and, with proper
earie and precantion, it will get along very well
in its present edifice until this war is over
There i= no argument in favor of personal
economy and against personal extravagance
which will not apply, with even greater fovee,

of one conntry’s history.
sand dollars is to be appropeiated for anything,
et it be for sea and Inke const fortifieations;
and lot the Free Academy library wait for fts

new building uatll peace brings plenty.

to ineorporations and seademics at this erisis |
1t ane handred thon- |

The Intervention Question fu England—
Change in the Tactics of the English

Pross.

There is a atory told of one of the fellows of
an [rish college who, when the students were
blaoketing & proctor who had rendered himself
obnogious to the whole Alma Mater, threw up
his window and called out to them, “ Boys.
don't nail his ears to the pump.” We need not
say in what way the suggestion was interpreted.

Of a similar character to the above is the
advice tondered by the London Times to the
people of England in conngction with Mr. Mas
sey's violent anti-American speech at Salford.
It deprecates in one breath popular agitation in
fuvor of the intervention which it has been all
along advoeating, and urges its justice and ex-
pediency. “ We should deplore any such agi
tation and lament its success,” says our Eng.
lish contemporary. Then why take such pain:
to point out to the starving population of the
manufacturing districta the ease with whicl
they might put an end to their sufferings b)
following the example of their fellow opera
tives at Salford? The real purpose of the
article is but thinly veiled under this new born
moderation. All that the parctisans of the
South lacked to insure succeas in their ro
cent desperate efforts to bring about
war between the two countries wad the
countenance and support of the English
maszes, They have failed from the beginning
to elicit the slightest response to their appeals
to them; and if now we hear of such sentiments
as those of Mr. Massey meeting with approbu
tion from a popular assembly, we may con
clude either that the pressure of suffering i:
beyond further endurance in that particuln
locality, or that the meeting was packed afte:
the fashion of a theatrical clague by secessions|
sympathizers. To say that the Salford meeting
affords any index to, or is in the least likely t«
sway, the opinions of the great body of the
English people on the American question, is
simply to assume that which aM anteceden!
facts discredit. It would be just as reasonable
to place faith in the sudden conversion of the
London Times to the principle of non-inter
vention, the more especially seeing that it i
announced after a style so closely resembling
that of the Irish wag just alluded to.

This sudden change id the tactics of the Eng
lish journals, which have distinguished them-
selves by the bitterness of their hostility to
wards us, must not be allowed to Inll us into ¢
false security. Although the Trent affair ha-
undoubtedly done us great good by exposing
their dishonesty and shameful perversions ol
truth, it has not rendered them less eager to ac-
complish our ruin. There is, unfortunately, in the
British Cabinet as well as in the British Parlia-
ment a party strongly in favor of intervention.
Both Lords Palmerston and Russell have shown
by their public speeches and declarations thut
they are not indisposed to have the measure
pressed upon them. Were it not, in fact, for the
oppesition of the Duke of Argyle, Mr. Glad
stone and other members of the administration’
backed by the influence of the Court, the ques
tion would ere this have assumed a more threat
ening aspect. In the French Ministry, as in the
corps Legislatif, there are also understood to be
two parties on this question. In both countries
those who are in favor of intervention are ani-
mated by the double desire of seeing the power
of this republic broken, and of converting the
Sonth into a free farm for the production of the
staples necessary to European comfort. In
France, however, the government is less con-
trolled by the Legislature than in England,and
it is, therefore, to the approaching meeting of
the English Parliament that we must look for
the next developements on the intervention
question. That the most desperate efforts that
bribed zeal can prompt, that every device that
factious ingenuity can zuggest, or that the vilest
mendacity can stoop to, will be employed to
wring from the House of Commons a formal im-
peachment of the blockade, and a declaration
in favor of intervention, there can be no doubt.
And that resolutions to this effect will be passe!
is by no means an improbability.

We own that we should not be sorry to see
such a vote carried by party mancuvres, for by
no other means can it poesibly succeed. It
would bring the issue square before the people
of Englund, who as yet have had no oppor
tunity of being heard in this matter. The
Ministry that would attempt to give effect to
such a vote would not be left long in office. The
Queen is known to be strongly opposed to any
interference being attempted with the domestic
affairs of this country until it is incontestably
demonstrated that the North is unable to pu
down the rebellion. The cordial and hos-
pitable reception that her son met wiik
here  has  rendered her deaf to all the
sordid considerations that have heen urged in
favor of an immediate intervention. Should,
therefore, through the connivance of the Minis.
try. or, despite of it, through the artifices of the
tory party, the House of Commons give it=
sanciion to it, we have a moral convietion that
it wonld be instantly followed by a dissolution
of Parliament and an appeal to the English
constitnencies, This is what we above all
things desire, Nothing wonld more effectually
confound and punish the miserable schemers—
hoth politicians and journalists—who are
seeking for thelr own selfish ends to plunge two
nations in hostilities who have so many tradi-
tions and interests in common. The English
aristocrats had better take care lest. in provok-
ing un issne which takes them to the hustings,
they may not be sowing the seeds of lasting
trouble for themselves,

Orn Commisstosenrs 1o Renkn  Prisons.— 8-
mulinneonsly with the announcement of the
arrival at Fortress Monroe of Messrs, Fish and
Ames, the national Commissioners recently ap-
pointed to visit our prisoners umong the rebels,
we receive information from the Richmond
Jjournals that these Commis=<ioners are regarded
a8 spies by the rebel authorities, and will he
refused admittance to the Confederacy. If they
were spies this refusal would not be ungra-
cions: bot as the Commissioners have sent to
the rebel government a full statement of the
objecta of their mission, along with their re-
quest to be permitted to pass the lines, it is to
he hoped that the rebels will view the case in
ita tene Hght and change their minds abont it
There have heen so many complaints of the il
treatment of onr prisoners by the rebels that
little doubt remaine of the real facts in the
matter.  If these complaints are well grounded
Jeff. Davis does well to refuse to admit our
Commissioners, and by that very refusal ac-
knowledges the truth of the complainte. If,
hawever, the prisoners are well treated, what
hinrm can there be in allowing onr Commis-
sioners to see and roport the fact? The Con,
fedoracy sadly needs o little reputation for
bumanity, and there is 00 qulq_ﬂnn,

if it be deserved, than through the reports op
our Commissionsrs. Only » atate of things too
abominable to be seen will justify secrecy. But
let us be patient in any event, for we shall
open the Southern prison doors with the
buyenet by and by.

Lmpertant lop t of Opimi
the Legislature st Albany.

The recent proceedings of the Assembly at
Albany, on the important question of the pub-
lic finances, are of the highest importance to
the country. They show that a healthy reac-
lion has atlength set in in our State Legislature,
which bids fair to extirpate the last elements
of & factious and disloyal opposition to the
general government. The debale on the va-
rious financial propositions, and the practical
resolutions which were passed by so over-
whelming a majority, prove that there are men
in the present Legislature who are equal to the
dutiea of the great national crisis through
which we are passing. All true legislators are
known by their wise and practical actions, and
not by the empty rhodomontade to be found in
mouths of political empirica.

The Logislature of the State of New York
has been called upon to grapple with a
measure which required the display of solid
legislative ability, In diseharging their duty
they have gained for themselves the approba-
tion of the whole country, and demonstrated
thelr superiority to any of their predecessors.
While, on former occasions, the members of the
State Assembly have wasted the public time in
vain and useless disputes, the present bedy
linve vigorously applied themselves to the grent
necessities of the moment, and the cordial sup-
port of the federal administration on a question
ol the very fivst importance.

In setting forth in their resolutions that means
should be provided for redeeming the paper
ewrrency of the government by payments in
specie. the Assembly hve only asserted a gene-
rally admitted prineiple of sound finance and
nolitical economy. Every one who knows any-
thing of trade and commerce is aware that it is
one of the firat necessities in ordinary business.
tut this is a rule which applies particularly to
times of peace, when specie is plentiful. and
therefore the most healthy basis of finanecial
operations, At such a time all mercantile
and commercial affuirs can be easily regulated
by such a standard. Banking institutions and
trade exchanges are similarly governed, for ea-
zendering mutual confidence among individuals
and communities. But wur, with its inexorable
necessities, changes all these things; and there
are periods of public difficulties and calamities
which call for mensurea by no means adapted
to times of peace. On such oceasions the ordi-
nary modes of businessz have to be temporarily
set aside or greatly changed. When financial
revulsions come upon a community or upon
individuals—whether caused by famine, losses,
failure of harvests, or any other event—each
one has to adopt the best means he can for
meeting his demands, nntil a season of prosperi-
ty returns. The same effect is produced on go-
vernments by war, A long, widely exteoded
and exhanstive war frequently calls upon a go-
vernment for colossal exertions, and in most
cases renders prompt and continuous payment
in specie an entire imposaibility. In such
casen the government has the undoubted right
of resorting to its credit, and of issuing
converiible paper money to meet its ne-
cessities. Thie may be done with perfect
safety, so long as the necessary precaution is
taken, either before or after the issue, to pro-
vide means for its redemption at some future
time. Of the popularity of the measure there
is no question whatever. In a country like this
there could be no more secure investment for
the people, and the government notes would
readily take the place of gold. The property
of the people is worth more than sixteen thou-
sand millions of dollars, and this immense
amount of public wealth would always be the
most solid security for the solvency of the
general government, and therefore for any issue
of money it might make.

Unceasing specie payments by the government
in time of war are just as impossible as they
would be to individuals in periods of want and
distress, Those who think otherwise bave
only to reflect on the immense amount of gold
and gilver which would be required to meet the
dnily demands of & government with more than
half a million of men in the field, and a vigorous
war to prosecute both by sea and land. No
gavernment in the world conld do it.

The blind opposition of Mr. Speaker Ray-
mond to the practical resolutions of the ma-
iority of the Assembly on this question is the
strongest evidence of his unfitness to preside
over a legislative body. A mere political
charlatan, without any knowledge of true
statesmanship, who only became Speaker by
accident, it is no wonder that he ranged him-
self on the wrong side of the question. It
was well for the country that there were practi-
cal men to repudiate and defeat his dangerous
and disloyal scheme. Like all men of oneidea,
he was most persistent in his endeavors to force
his plans upon the intelligent majority. But
the good sense of the Assembly bore him down:
and after repeated and complete defeats he and
his handful of supporters were reduced to a
poor minority. This has made the honorable
Speaker very wroth, and in his rage he has had
the audacity to attack and denounce those who
sustained a sound policy, by which the govern.
ment is to be strengthened and sustained.

The Assembly have thus, very differently from
their Speaker, shown themselves equal to the
emergencies of the hour. In resolving to sus-
tain the government financially in a vigorous
prosecution of the war, they have evineced their
loyalty and their confidence in the inexhausti-
ble resources of the republie.  They have mani-
fested their full appreciation of the dificulty
which would heset the government if the stand-
ard of finance for times of peace were attempt-
vil to be strictly applied to the war now raging,
and their patriotic action might be emulated
elsewhere with much advantage to the coun-
iry.

iinthing is left now but for the government
to lesue ita new notes, under the restrictions we
have alrendy pointed ont—that the issues shall
be convertible into six per cent United States
bonds, the interest on which shall he regularly
paid in coin by the appropriation of a fixed an-

in

nual sum fram the war taxes. This issue
will be as good as gold, and will eir-
culate as readily in  every ramification

of teade and commerce, When the rebellion
is put down, and the war is at an end, general
specie payments will be gradually resumed, as
the correct hasis of a financinl policy In times of
pence. This hns bean the experience of all great
governments in the management of extensive
wars ; and, with proper legislation on the sub-
Joot 09 complication whatever noed ba (eared.

There is another question which wo would be

glad to see submitied to the Legislature at

Albany. The abolitionists, with their ungeas-

ing agitation on the slavery question, hava fre-

quently suceeeded in dividing the counsels of
ihie representatives of the people and in embur-
rassing the government. So long as they are
let alone they will pursue their violent snd

mischievous policy. Let, then, the sense of the

Assembly be taken on their favorite projeot of
immediate and total emancipation. We have

no doubt that if proposed it would be voted

down with even greater numbers than those
that swept saway the financial measures of the
charlatan and accidental Speaker of the Assem-
bly. Let this question be decided, and it will
be the last of Speaker Rsymond and his
followers. Black republicanism would then
receive Its final blow, and thenceforth would
be confined to that oblivion and degradm-
tion from whish it originally arcse. Let the
Legislature look to this; for if they but succeed
in overthrowing the only existing element of
opposition to the government, the rebellion will
be gpeedily suppressed, and peace will then be
restored to our country.

Mr. Sumner on the Extension of our Di-
plomatic Relations.

Mr. Sumner, United States Senator from Mus™
sachusetts, is a very distinguished gentleman.
He is brimful of poetry, sentiment and philoso-
phy of the trancendental stamps He is an ele-
gant scholar, quoting Greek and Latin authors
with the same flueney and familiarlty as the
English poets and historians. Sometimes, how-
ever, his quotations from Herodotus and other
ancient classics are not very correct, and when
they do happen to be accurate they unforbu-
nately do not apply to the argument. In intex-
national law Senator Sumner is ‘some pump-
kins.” He produced a better State paper than
that of Mr. Seward on the caze of the Trent, but
from some fataligy he did not deliver the ora-
tion till the whole affair was settled. Had he
enlightened the government and the nation in
time, much pwblic anxiety might have been
prevented, and the danger of war, which waaso
imminent, would have been averted from the
first. It is well, however, even after the ge-
vernment has acted, to satisfy both it and the
country that the right course has been pursued
in surrendering those double-dyed traitors, Ma-
gon and Slidell.

Myr. Sumner has done “something more exqui
gite still.” He has reported, as Chairman of the
Committee on Foreign Relations, a bill author-
izing the appointment of diplomatic representa-
tives to the court of the black empire of
Hayti and the court of the black republic of
Liberia. This is well timed, patriotic and wise,
Haytiis a grest country. It abounds in wool,
black as ebony—a commodity, however, rather
plentiful in the United States just now—the
supply, indeed, so greatly exceeding the de-
mand that an immense export is talked of. The
island is famous for the massacre of white men,
women and children by the negro population—
& theme upon which Mr. Sumner and Wendell
Phillips expatiate with great delight. The
Haytiens are decided favorites with them.
Since black rule gained the ascendamt the ex”
ports, including sugar and tobacco, have be"
come small by degrees and beautifully less,
till now at last they are almost nmil. The oli-
mate is fine and salubrious, the soil is produc-
tive to & fabulous extent, and the country beau-
tiful. It would be a kind of paradise if under
the dominion of white men. Asitis, Sambo
sleeps all day in the sun and lives on the spon-
taneous productions of the soil. Why should
he work? So libersl is his sable majesty the
Emperor that no white man, and no black man
who is not a native born Haytien, can own any
property in the island. Such, at least, was the
case very recently, By all means let a diplo-
matic representative be sent to Hayti.

Liberia has been trying hard to become &
great country, under a different form of govern-
ment from that o Hayti. Itis asort of galva-
nized republie, consisting of emancipated negro
slaves from the United States, to the number of
about ten thousand, with about two hundred
and fifty thousand aborigines, or captives re-
leased from slavers. The country has beem
purchased by the American Colonization Socie-
ty from time to time, This colony has cost
enormous sums of money; but, by all accounts,
the success which has attended the enterprise

is very indifferent. It was founded in 1823,
and, instead of making any progress in forty
years, it is said to be relapsing into the original
harbarism indigenons to Africa; and, instead of
the American negroes civilizing their African
brethren, they are fast losing their semi-civili-
zation derived from the white man, and will
probably soon rival the subjects of the King of
Dahomey in the relish with which they eat their
enemies. It is even reported that the citizens
of the republic are engaged extensively in the
slave trade. What Liberia exports besides
slaves we know not. Let a diplomatic agent
be sent there immediately to look after our im-
portant commercial and international interests.

As poon as the war is terminated and Con-
gress has time to hestow attention upon such
matters, we trust it will not stop short in the
good work of extending our diplomatic rela-
tions to other nations of the same kind, and
that among the first to receive our representa-
tivea will be the Feejee Talands—a group of one
hundred and fifty-four islands, sixty-five ot
which are inbabited—population 135,000, They
are of voleanic origin. The mountains are
covered by a luxuriant folisge to their sum-
mits, giving them a singularly pleasing and
picturesque aspect. The valleys are fruitful
and beautiful; the climate is magnilicent; the
most delicious fruits abundant; the soil teems
with vegetable productions, and so rapid is the
vegetation that turnip and raddish seed, afte”
being sown twenty-fonr hours, appear above
the surface in leaves, Mclons, cucuwmbers and
pumpkins spring up in three days, beans and
peaz in four. The inbabitants grow up al-
most with equal velocity.  What an Arcadia for
i poet of the Sumner type! There is primitive
Jmplicity in dress and perfeot freedom in
everything. We are not aware of any groat
commerce with these islanders at present, un-
joss it Lo the red feathers of the paroquet,
ourthen ware, stone hatchets and sandsl wood;
but it may be developed and cultivated. The
sofl produces sugar cane and tobneco; but the
inhabitants are described as “barbarous, sa-
vage, extremely covetous and addicted to ly-
ing; complexion very dark, faces long, with a
large meuth, well set teeth,  good nose. eyes
black and penctrating.” They were visited by
the renowned Commander Wilkes, who found
savage life in all ita glory. Their delicate pa-
Iate in the matter of food is remarkable, Can-
nibalism does not exist there, as in other other
conntries, ns a demonstration of triumph over

enemies or aa aol of revenge, but from & keen
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